
Colney Heath School 

MFL: Listening 

Year 

Group 

National Curriculum 

Statement 

Themes Features of learning 

 

Year 3 

 

 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 listen attentively to spoken 

language and show 

understanding by joining in and 

responding  

 explore the patterns and 

sounds of language through 

songs and rhymes and link the 

spelling, sound and meaning of 

words  

 engage in conversations; ask 

and answer questions; express 

opinions and respond to those 

of others; seek clarification and 

help*  speak in sentences, 

using familiar vocabulary, 

phrases and basic language 

structures  

 develop accurate 

pronunciation and intonation so 

that others understand when 

they are reading aloud or using 

familiar words and phrases*  

 present ideas and information 

orally to a range of audiences*  

 read carefully and show 

understanding of words, 

phrases and simple writing  

 appreciate stories, songs, 

poems and rhymes in the 

language  

 broaden their vocabulary 

and develop their ability to 

understand new words that are 

introduced into familiar written 

material, including through 

using a dictionary  

 write phrases from memory, 

and adapt these to create new 

sentences, to express ideas 

clearly  describe people, 

places, things and actions 

orally* and in writing  

 understand basic grammar 

appropriate to the language 

being studied, including (where 

relevant): feminine, masculine 

and neuter forms and the 

conjugation of high-frequency 

verbs; key features and patterns 

of the language; how to apply 

these, for instance, to build 

sentences; and how these differ 

from or are similar to English 

Coleurs et 

nobmres 

 

Les fruits 

 

Les animeux 

 

J’apprendes 

le francais 

 

Les 

salutations 

Pupils are taught to understand very short 

passages of spoken language that they hear. 

The language they hear is based on the 

language they have been taught during the 

lesson so they are not exposed to any 

language that they will be unfamiliar with. They 

will learn to match the language they hear to 

images and/or words that they have been 

taught in their lessons 

Pupils are taught to listen to short, familiar stories 

and songs in the foreign language. Using 

simple, familiar stories like Little Red Riding Hood 

we encourage pupils to listen to stories they will 

be familiar with in English but in the foreign 

language. Pupils will be encouraged to 

complete story boards and mind-mapping 

exercises based on what they hear to evidence 

the development of their listening skills. 

Year 4 All units Pupils now learn to listen for longer periods of 

time. They begin to understand very short 

passages of spoken language, based on 

taught language with more new language 

weaved in. Pupils are expected to use and 

understand better what they hear to complete 

the tasks set. 

Pupils are taught to appreciate familiar stories 

and songs in the foreign language using stories 

such as 'Goldilocks & The Three Bears'. They are 

expected to understand much more of what 

they hear and not only use previous knowledge 

of the story in English to decode meaning in the 

foreign language. There are numerous 

differentiated listening tasks provided in all units 

to develop and evidence progress in these 

listening skills. 

Year 5 En famille 

 

Les habitat 

 

Goldilocks 

Pupils now learn to listen for much longer 

periods of time and more frequently during 

lessons. They are taught to understand longer, 

more complex passages of spoken language 

that is based on taught language with much 

more new and unfamiliar language weaved in. 

Pupils are expected to use and understanding 

better what they hear and use their skills to 

“gist” listen to unknown target language to 

complete the tasks set 

Year 6 Mois dans le 

monde 

 

A l’ecole 

 

Les verbes 

irreguliers 

 

Les verbes 

reguliers 

Pupils are exposed to much more authentic 

foreign language material to listen to. This 

material is delivered at near native speed and 

covers a much wider range of topics. Pupils 

complete these more complex listening tasks in 

Progressive units including: 'Me in the World', 

'WWII', 'The Olympics', 'At School', 'The 

Weekend', 'The Planets' and 'Healthy Lifestyles' 

to evidence learning and progression in their 

listening skills 

 


