Colney Heath School - GEOGRAPHY

Topic: Tropical Rainforest Biome

Year: 5

Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation
belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle.
Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of
human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a
region in a European country, and a region within North or South America

What should I already know?

Diagrams

Vocabulary

Location of South America

Climate
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By the end of our project we will know
that:

Location:

e The countries in which the top
five largest rainforests are
located.

Physical features:
e layersin a rainforest
Human processes:

e Many items of food come from
the rainforests.

e Medicines we use come from
plants in the rainforest.

o Deforestation is a major problem
for the world’s climate.

Diversity:

e Animals and reptiles that live in
rainforest habitats

e Insects and bugs that live in
rainforest habitats

e Trees and plants that live in
rainforest habitats
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- Distribution of tropical rain forests

Tropical Rainforests Around the World

Equator

Imaginary line through the middle of the
Earth that receives the most sunlight

Equatorial -
Sub-equatorial -

At the equator
Close to the equator

Climate zones

Sections of the Earth that are divided
according to the climate (weather conditions).
There are three main climate zones; polar,
temperate and tropical.

Tropic of Cancer
Tropic of Capricorn

Imaginary lines north and south of the
equator. Most rainforests can be found
between these two lines.

Emergent Layer
(50m)

Tallest trees growing above the canopy that
enjoy the most sun but high winds and cold

Canopy Dense layer of trees overlapping each other.
(30m) Home to most animals in rainforests
Understorey Relatively dark, open area below the canopy
(20m)

Shrub Layer Ferns, bushes, etc. Home to many insects and
(2-5m) larger animals.

Forest Floor Dark and quiet mainly consisting of fallen
(om) leaves, fruit, etc. that decomposes as food for

trees. Sometimes flooded

Precipitation

The release of water from the sky, it can be
liquid or solid, e.g. rain, snow, sleet or hail

Biome A large region of Earth that has a certain
climate and certain types of living things
Ecosystem A community of plants and animals that

depend on each other to survive

Deforestation

The action of cutting down and clearing a
wide are of trees

Interdependence

Is how living and non-living things depend on
one another




Facts about Climate Zones
Climate Zones: are divisions of the
Earth’s climates into general climate
zones according to average temperatures
and average rainfall. The three major
climate zones on the Earth are the polar,
temperate, and tropical zones.
Temperatures in these three climate
zones are determined mainly by the
latitude of the zone.

e Polar zone — has the coldest with
temperatures almost below
freezing

e Temperate zone — contains most
of the Earth’s land masses with
more moderate temperatures
and rainfall year-round

e Tropical zone — has the warmest
average temperatures and gets
the most rainfall

Biomes of the World
= ‘*“w

Map of World Climate Zones

Water
Cycle

Biomes of the World

30°N -
" Tropicof
Cancer
——Equator
Tropic of
Capricorn
30°S

I Tropical forest [ Temperate grassland I High mountains

[7] Savanna [7] Temperate broadleaf forest | Polar ice
| Desert Coniferous forest
I Chaparral [ Tundra

Longitude and Latitude

Prime Meridian
North Pole 90°N

Tropic of Cancer

23°26'N
Northern
Hemisphere

| Equator 0°
(Bomm

|

10 JTropic of Capricom
[ 23°26'S

Southern
Hemisphere

Antarctic Circle
5 66° 34'S
T
South Pole 90°S

timeanddate.com

Physical Features of Planet Earth

The Big Picture

Location, Physical features, Diversity, Human processes




